The AAPPS-DPP 4th Board of Directors Meeting in FY2025
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Minute
Participants:

BoD member: Rajdeep Singh Rawat (Chair), Mitsuru Kikuchi (CEO), Wonho Choe (Chair-elect),
Rajaraman Ganesh, Sudeep Bhattacharjee, Anthony Murphy, Tao Shao, Peng-Fei Chen, ,
Jinping Qian, Anisa Qamar. Masaharu Shiratani, Ryoji Matsumoto

Auditor: Yoshihiko Uesugi

Absent: BoD: Zensho Yoshida, Yutong Li, Hyyong Suk, Yoshiharu Ohmura, Wulyu Zhong, Myeun
Kwon
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Rajdeep Singh Rawat chaired the meeting and welcomed all the members.
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AAPPS-DPP 2027-2028 LOC proposal (CEO)

Kikuchi reported that DPP had four LOC proposals for AAPPS-DPP 2027, 2028. Two proposals
(Lucknow and IIT-Hyderabad) are from India, one (Harbin) from China and one (Chiang Mai)
from Thailand. He explained the proposals summarized in a table.

Kikuchi mentioned that visas would be a big issue for AAPPS-DPP in India, making it difficult to
have large number of participants from China.

Kikuchi emphasized that keeping China’s participation to AAPPS-DPP is a key priority.
Kikuchi expressed concern about the difficulty of US participation for AAPPS-DPP in China.
Kikuchi pointed out that another issue is the registration fee for local participants in India.

Kikuchi mentioned that among the proposals from India, Hyderabad is preferable because the
meeting dates are flexible, and the venue costs are cheaper.

Rawat noted that Hyderabad has a big international airport and transportation from the airport is
convenient.

Kikuchi mentioned that the key issue having AAPPS-DPP in China is how to collect the
registration fee from Chinese participants. It should not be collected by DPP but by an event
company in China.

Kikuchi mentioned that another issue is APPC in 2028. AAPPS-DPP should avoid organizing too
many conferences in a single year.

Kikuchi proposed to have two AAPPS-DPP annual conferences in 2027. One is at Harbin, China
and the other is at Hyderabad, India.

Discussion

Ganesh proposed holding a hybrid conference at Hyderabad to enable participation from China
and Pakistan

Kikuchi stated that onsite conference is preferable because online conferences make
communication more difficult.

Ganesh expressed concern that if two annual conferences are held in 2027, East Asian participants
may choose to attend the conference in China instead of traveling to India.

Ganesh asked where the AAPPS-DPP awards would be presented.
Kikuchi answered that the locations will be determined based on the sponsors of the award.

Ganesh pointed out that they will have the Plasma Science Society of India (PSSI) conference in
December. He noted that participants in India should decide whether they will attend AAPPS-
DPP or PSSI because they can attend only one conference per year.

Kikuchi commented that in last year, Malaysian Institute of Physics (MIP) held an annual
conference in Malacca in the same period as AAPPS-DPP at Malacca. These conferences were
coupled but were financially decoupled.

Rawat suggested that AAPPS-DPP and PSSI can be overlapped.

Kikuchi mentioned that he can ask IIT-Hyderabad whether they can move AAPPS-DPP to
December.

Ganesh asked the possibility of having a joint AAPPS-DPP + PSSI conference.

Kikuchi answered that the key issue is how to separate two conferences financially, and he is
willing to talk to PSSI organizers how to cooperate.

Rawat mentioned that the proposal to hold two AAPPS-DPP annual conferences in 2027 has not
been discussed with LOC proposers, so they will be contacted after BoD agrees with this



proposal.

Uesugi expressed his concern that the DPP office would have to work for two conferences
simultaneously.

Kikuchi replied that Harbin proposers are experienced for hosting international conferences. IIT
will need help from DPP office and BoD members.

Kikuchi added that the DPP office experienced organizing AAPPS-DPP 2019 at Hefei and APPC
at Kuching in the same year. Speaker nominations and abstract submissions of two conferences
could be handled in a single system.

Anisa Qamar mentioned that Hyderabad is cost effective but she will not be able to attend because
of the visa issue.

Kikuchi responded that they can arrange minor hybrid sessions for attendants from Pakistan.
Ganesh noted that PSSI will be held in the first week of December.

Kikuchi stated that the best solution to avoid splitting Indian participants between AAPPS-DPP
and PSSI would be a joint meeting, and mentioned that someone need to consult with PSSI before
they finalize venue for 2027.

Ganesh replied that he will talk to PSSI

Rawat proposed to take a vote for having two AAPPS-DPP annual conferences in 2027. One is at
Harbin and the other is at Hyderabad.

Ganesh mentioned that he cannot vote unless PSSI agrees.
Rawat replied that they will go further to PSSI after BoD agrees with this proposal.

Wonho Choe mentioned that the proposal is a good idea if the separation of the dates of two
conferences is large enough. He asked whether January 2028 is OK for PSSI.

Rawat answered that Indian people prefer December because January is the beginning of the
semester.

Wonho Choe commented that APPC will be held in 2028. If AAPPS-DPP at Hyderabad would be
held in January 2028, they may delay AAPPS-DPP at Thailand to 2029 to avoid three DPP
conferences in 2028.

Wonho Choe asked about the registration fee for AAPPS-DPP local participants at India.

Rawat answered that if DPP registration fee for local participants is $50-100, students would
prefer joining AAPPS-DPP because it is an international conference.

Wonho Choe mentioned that he prefers May or June because plasma conferences are crowded in
fall.

Rawat replied that they have EPS and ICOPS in June and July

Rawat added that September at Harbin is OK but it becomes too cold later in the year.

Conclusion

1

Rawat called for a vote among attendees on holding two AAPPS-DPP annual conferences in 2027
in Harbin and Hyderabad.

Ganesh stated that he does not agree with the proposal.

Since all other attendees agreed, the proposal was approved by BoD.
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As there were no further agenda items, Rawat concluded the BoD meeting by thanking all the
members for their active participation.
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Recorder by Ryoji Matsumoto (Executive Officer)
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